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Background

The Public Disclosure Commission enforces the election and campaign reporting
requirements in chapter 42.17 RCW. The statutes require certain candidates and public
officials to report their financial affairs on a “Personal Financial Affairs Statement” (an
“F-1" form). RCW 42.17.240, RCW 42.17.241. The Commission is authorized to allow
modifications or suspensions of these reporting requirements under RCW
42.17.370(10) when it finds that “literal application” of the chapter “works a manifestly
unreasonable hardship” and that the suspension or modification of the reporting
requirements “will not frustrate the purposes of the chapter.” The Commission shall
suspend or modify the reporting requirement or requirements only to the extent
necessary to substantially relieve such hardship, and only upon clear and convincing
proof of such claim.
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The PDC has adopted rules to further identify reporting modification/suspension
procedures. Those rules are in WAC 390-28. The procedures include making the
request in writing, and requesting a hearing. The requester is not required to attend the
hearing in person and may instead submit a written, sworn statement. The possible
gualifications for obtaining a reporting modification with respect to an F-1 Form are
identified in WAC 390-28-100.

In addition, due to the volume and similarity of modification or suspension requests
concerning F-1 Forms from certain professions, the Commission has also developed a
series of “protocols” that interpret the statute and rules with respect to those
professions. The protocols enable easier consideration of such requests. Those
protocols are now being provided in this single interpretation.

PDC Interpretation

Motor Vehicle Dealers Protocol

The following language is to be included when the applicant is required to report the
activities of a vehicle dealership because the applicant held an office, directorship,
general partnership or ownership interest in the dealership.

The following language is to be used whether the applicant is a candidate or incumbent,
and whether he or she acts alone or as part of a governing body, board or commission.

1. The applicant may satisfy the reporting requirements of RCW 42.17.241(1)(g) by
identifying for the appropriate reporting period:

(a) All purchases and leases of vehicles, and purchases of parts and services by
(the entity, agency, board or commission on which the applicant is
seeking to serve or serves) from (name of dealership);

(b) Business customers and governmental entities other than (the entity,
agency, board or commission on which the applicant is seeking to serve
or serves) that purchased or leased ten (10) or more vehicles from (hname of
dealership);

(c) Business customers who paid in excess of $15,000 for the purchase of parts
and/or service from (name of dealership); and
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(d) All governmental entities other than (the entity, agency, board or
commission on which the applicant is seeking to serve or serves) that
paid in excess of $7,500 for the purchase of parts and/or service from (name
of dealership).



